Student of Homes 

Decatur Construction Company garners statewide recognition

The pressure on Philip Shelton to enroll in law school was enormous.

The youngest son of Decatur lawyer Kenneth Shelton Dr. has two brothers who are lawyers.

But Shelton followed his heart that drove him to see the artistry in home construction.

The work of the 1986 Decatur High graduate, who has a degree in real estate finance from The University of Alabama, has garnered statewide attention.

Last month, Shelton Construction of Decatur won Best In Show during the Alabama Remodeling Excellence awards banquet.

His company also took first place in bath remodeling over $50,000, additions over $250,000, outdoor living, historic preservation and commercial renovation.

Hartselle Showpiece

His Best of Show award was for an addition on a Hartselle home that Mike and Stephanie Holmes own in the 3000 block of Celestial Drive.

This project was among 70 entries throughout the state.

The historic preservation and commercial renovation awards were for projects at the office of Godwin Barnett, an architectural and landscaping firm at 709 Bank St. N.N

In addition to being a client, the firm employs Shelton for some of its projects.
"Philip is a very conscientious contractor who does things the right way'' architect John Goodwin said. "He doesn't cut corners, and he's honest and reasonable." 

Goodwin said Shelton often works with clients who are residing in their homes during the addition or renovation.

"There's usually a good chance that these clients will get irritated," Goodwin said. "Philip has showed time after time that he can make people happy with the way he handles things."

Shelton, a member of the National Home Builders Association, said he hoped to get one award.

Holding His Own

"I was absolutely surprised when the winners were announced," said Shelton, a member of the Greater Morgan County Home Builders Association.

“You always wonder how your work is, but it appears that we're holding our own in the state."

For as long as he can remember, Shelton said, he was fascinated with homes and their designs. He remembers taking home-show trips to Nashville with h s father.

A self-described student of homes, Shelton remembers appreciating decorative poles on porches and neatly manicured yards.

That silent voice in his ear, however, said law school. Just about all of his friends thought he would follow in the footsteps of his father and two brothers.

He considered it, but his actions were leading him in a different direction.

He worked as an appraiser in college and had his broker license when he graduated from the Capstone in 1991.

He returned to the Decatur area at a time when his father was developing Belle Meade Subdivision in Hartselle.
By then, law school was in his mirror and Shelton was following his heart.

"What I enjoy doing is working with homeowners to create something that is totally for them," he said. "It's hard work, but it is gratifying."
Lifelong Interest

Shelton's father, who once owned an interest in a construction company, is not surprised by his son's success.

"I would take him to home shows in large towns and he always had that interest," Kenneth

Shelton Sr. said. "He's a perfectionist and enjoys dealing with people. That's what makes him good at what he does."
